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No matter what you read, you are likely to come across some words that you do not know. A dictionary is
one of the most useful tools a reader can use to find out the meanings of words. Good readers know that a
dictionary is a great source for information about every word you might see in a text. Sometimes you will not
be able to find context clues in the text to help you figure out the meaning of the unknown word. That’s when

a dictionary can be very helpful.
A dictionary can be a book. You can also find many dictionary websites online. It does not matter which kind
of dictionary you use. You will find the same kind of helpful information whether you look up a word in a

printed dictionary that you can hold or an online dictionary.
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A glossary might be listed at the end of some books that you read.

A glossary is another useful tool for figuring out the meaning of new
or unknown words. Like a dictionary, a glossary gives the definitions
of words, usually in alphabetical order. A book’s glossary has words
that are used in the book that might be difficult or unfamiliar for some
readers. If you are reading a textbook or other informational book,
check to see if a glossary has been included for you.

When you see a word that is not familiar to you, use tools
such as dictionaries or glossaries to help you unlock the
word’s definition.
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P Grab a dictionary or go to an online dictionary website. Use your dictionary to answer the questions below.

1. Look up the word “spring.” Write the four different definitions of the word that match the images below.

Image Source: www.openclipart.org
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2. Look up the word “foot.” Write the two different definitions of the word that match the images below.

3. Look up the word “box.” Write the two different definitions of the word that match the images below.
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