
Apostrophes
Apostrophes can be used to create contractions,  
(E.g. do + not = don't) or to show possession  
(E.g. The ball belongs to Kevin = Kevin's ball).

Have a go at using apostrophes below.
1. In these sentences, identify where apostrophes to show possession should 
be and add them in:
a) 	 Miss Louws favourite snack was blueberries.

�

b) 	 The Springboks win was convincing.

�

c) 	 This is my fathers hometown.

�

d) 	 Cape Town and Gqeberhas weather is very windy.

�

e) 	 James pen lids were all mismatched.

�

2. In the examples below, identify whether the apostrophe shows possession 
(P), a contraction (C), or is used incorrectly (I).  
An example has been done for you.

a) The egg's shell is cracked.

b) Susan did backflip's.

c) I won't be able to come.

d) The apples' skins are red and green.
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Apostrophes

e) Bongi didn't want to play sports.

f) The water's fine!

g) The tree's swayed in the wind.

h) I'm really hungry.

i) The pizza's box was greasy.

j) My sister's shoes smell.
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3. Have a go writing your own sentences below using apostrophes…

a) To show a contraction:

�

�

b) To show possession:

�

�

c) To show possession and a contraction: 

�

�
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Apostrophes - Answers

1. In these sentences, identify where apostrophes to show possession should 
be and add them in:

a) 	 Miss Louws favourite snack was blueberries.

	 Miss Louw's favourite snack was blueberries.�

b) 	 The Springboks win was convincing.

	 The Springboks' win was convincing.�

c) 	 This is my fathers hometown.

	 This is my father's hometown.�

d) 	 Cape Town and Gqeberhas weather is very windy.

	 Cape Town and Gqeberha's weather is very windy.�

e) 	 James pen lids were all mismatched.

	 James' pen lids were all mismatched.�

2. In the examples below, identify whether the apostrophe shows possession 
(P), a contraction (C), or is used incorrectly (I).  
An example has been done for you.

a) The egg's shell is cracked.

b) Susan did backflip's.

c) I won't be able to come.

d) The apples' skins are red and green.
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Apostrophes - Answers

3. Have a go writing your own sentences below using apostrophes…

a) To show a contraction:

Students' answers will vary.�

b) To show possession:

Students' answers will vary.

c) To show possession and a contraction: 

Students' answers will vary.

e) Bongi didn't want to play sports.

f) The water's fine!

g) The tree's swayed in the wind.

h) I'm really hungry.

i) The pizza's box was greasy.

j) My sister's shoes smell.
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