
 
 
 

English Parents Information October 2026 
 

Within this document you will find useful information that is relevant to your child s year group, however, you will 
find all of the information regarding English on our school website. Below is a list of all of the information within the 
English Curriculum section, on the website. The information we have provided will keep you informed about what 
your child will be learning throughout the year and how to support them at home. If you do have any other 
questions  

Within the Writing section you will find: 
 

Handwriting  
Information about our handwriting scheme Letter-join  
Examples of the Letter-join font for each letter 
A video showing the correct pencil grip 

Spelling  
Information about our spelling scheme, Super Hero Spelling 
Year 3 and 4 Statutory Spelling List 
Year 5 and 6 Statutory Spelling List 
Top 300 High Frequency Words 

Writing  
The units of work for the year for each year group 
Grammar and punctuation objectives for each year group 
A glossary of English terms 

Within the Reading section you will find: 
Information about reading in our school  
School Reading Spine: these are the texts that each year group will be reading through the academic year 

Reading at home 
Tips and hints for reading with your child at home 
Questions for Fiction Texts 
Questions for Non-fiction Texts 
Reading Plus Home Learning Guide for Families 
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Year 5 and 6 Spelling List 
 

These words are addition to the Year 3 and 4 word list and 
will be taught across both year groups. Children will be expected to know these 

by the end of Year 6.  
 

accommodate criticise individual relevant 

accompany curiosity interfere restaurant 
according definite interrupt rhyme 

achieve desperate language rhythm 

aggressive determined leisure sacrifice 
amateur develop lightening secretary 
ancient dictionary marvellous shoulder 

apparent disastrous mischievous signature 

appreciate embarrass muscle sincere(ly) 

attached environment necessary soldier 
available equip (-ped, -

ment) 
neighbour stomach 

average especially nuisance sufficient 

awkward exaggerate occupy suggest 
bargain excellent occur symbol 

bruise existence opportunity system 
category explanation parliament temperature 

cemetery familiar persuade thorough 
committee foreign physical twelfth 

communicate forty prejudice variety 

community frequently privilege vegetable 

competition government profession vehicle 
conscience guarantee programme yacht 

conscious harass pronunciation  
controversy hindrance queue  

convenience identity recognise  
correspond immediate(ly) recommend  











Fiction Questions 
Where does the story take place?
When did the story take place?
What did the character look like? 
Where did the character live? 
Who are the key characters in the book? 
What happened in the story? 
What kinds of people in the story? 
Explain something that happened at a specific point in the story? 
If you were going to interview this character/author, which questions would you ask? 
Which is your favourite part? Why? 
Who would you like to meet most in the story? Why? 
What do you think would happen next if the story carried on past the ending of the book? 
Who was the storyteller? How do you know? 
Predict what you think is going to happen next. Why do you think this? 
Is this a place you could visit? Why/why not? 
How is the main character feeling at the start/middle/end of the story? Why do they feel that way? 
Does this surprise you? 
Were you surprised by the ending? Is it what you expected? Why/why not? 
What is the main event of the story? Why do you think this? 
How has the text been organised? 
Why do you think authors use short sentences? 
How did you think it would end/should end? 
Has the author used an unusual layout in the text? Is so, describe it and say why you think they did 
this?
Has the author used a variety of sentence structures? 
Has the author put certain words in bold or italic? Why have they done this? 
Why did the author choose this title? 
Do you want to read the rest of the text? How does the writer encourage you to read the rest of the 
text?
Can you find some examples of effective description? What makes them effective? 
Which part of the story best describes the setting? 
Can you find examples of powerful adjectives? What do they tell you about a character or setting? 
Can you find examples of powerful adverbs? What do they tell you about a character, their actions or 
the setting? 
Can you find examples of powerful verbs? What do they tell you about a character, their actions or 
the setting? 

at do you 
think it means? 
Can you think of another story that has a similar theme e.g. good over evil, weak over strong, wise over 
foolish? 
Why did the author choose this setting? 
What makes this a successful story?  What evidence do you have to justify your opinion? 
How could the story be improved or changed for the better? 
What was the most exciting part of the story?  Explain your answer as fully as you can. 
What genre is this story? How do you know? 
What was the least exciting part of the story? Explain your answer as fully as you can.  
When the author writes in short sentences, what does this tell you? 



Non-Fiction Questions 
What is the text about? What is the title of the text? Who is the author of the text? 
What kind of things would you expect to see in this book?
Can you find examples of different features of this text type?
Find something that interests you from the text. Explain why you chose that particular part. 
Where would you look to find out what a technical word means? 
What is on the cover of the book? What does this tell you about the content inside? 
 
Which parts of the book could help you find the information you need? 
When would you use the contents page in the book? 
When would you use the index page in the book? 
What sort of person do you think would use this book? 
When might someone use this book? Why? 
Can you suggest ideas for other sections or chapters to go into the book? 

 
 
Can you find an example of a page you think has an interesting layout? Why did you choose it? 
Why have some of the words been written in italics? 
What are the subheadings for? 
Why have some of the words been written in bold? 
How does the layout help the reader? 
What is the purpose of the pictures? 
Can you find examples of words which tell you the order of something? 
What kind of a text is this? How do you know? 
 
Why does this book contain technical vocabulary? 

 
Are there any examples of persuasive language? 
Why do we need a glossary in a text? 
Why has the writer written this text? 
Have you found any of the illustrations, diagrams or pictures useful? Why/why not? Try to explain 
fully. 
Why did the writer choose to present the information in the way they did? 
How could the information be presented better? 
What makes this text successful? 

 
Can you think of another text that is similar to this one? What are the similarities and differences 
between them? 
 
Do you know another story, which deals with the same issues e.g. social, cultural, moral issues? 
Have you ever been in a similar situation to a character in the book? What happened? 
How would you have felt in the same situation? 
What would you have done differently to the character in a particular situation from the book? 
How would you feel if you were treated in the same way as the main character? 
What did the story make you think of? 
Have you read any other stories that have similar characters to this one? If so, which story was it and 
what happened? 
Do you think this book is trying to give the reader a message? If so, what is it? 
 



10 top tips to help you read with your child 

1. Choose a quiet time with no distractions. 10-15 minutes is usually long enough.

2. Make reading an enjoyable experience. Talk about the cover of the book  what do you think 
the book will be about?  

3. Maintain the flow. If your child mispronounces a word, do not interrupt immediately. Allow time 
for self-correction. Sometimes it is better to tell a child some unknown words rather than insisting 
on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the letters. There are different ways that children 
can work out words on which they are stuck: 

 Phonetic: Sounding out each phoneme (sound) 
 Contextual: Reading the rest of the sentence in order to find a word that gives the sentence sense 
 Pictorial: Clues can sometimes be found in pictures 

4. Be positive. Use plenty of praise for your  achievements.  criticize when they get 
something wrong.  say    but  read it  Boost your  
confidence with constant praise, even for the smallest achievement. 

5. Success is key!  push your child too much to read beyond their ability. Choose books 
suited to age and development and let your child choose books that they find interesting. There is 
no point struggling with a book with lots of unknown words.  Flow is lost, text cannot be 
understood and children could become reluctant readers. 

6. Visit the library. 

7. Regular practice. Try to read with your child on most school days.  and  is best. 

8. Talk about the books. Reading  just about being able to read the words accurately. Just as 
important is comprehension  being able to understand what has been read. Always talk to your 
child about the book  you will be able to see how well they have understood. 

9. Variety is important. Help your child to choose a variety of reading materials e.g. picture books, 
novels, comics, magazines, poems and information books. 

10. Remember reading does't have to be just at a set time and place. Don't forget to ask your child 
to read suitable words form the environment e.g. signs, labels etc.  


