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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Substantive 
Content 

Rhine and 
Mediterranean 
Cologne and cities on 
the Rhine  
Rotterdam and the 
mouth of the Rhine 
How the course of the 
river has been 
changed by human 
activity 
Mediterranean Sea 
Suez Canal  

Population 
Characteristics of 
population including 
distribution and 
diversity. Migration. 
Depth focus: 
multicultural London. 
Depth focus: 
multicultural Cardiff. 
Welsh language and 
culture, effect of 
changing 
demographics Welsh 
or British? Idea of 
national identity  

Coastal processes 
and landforms  
Diversity in the UK 
coastline. Processes 
of erosion, 
transportation & 
deposition. Coastal 
landforms including 
beaches, headlands 
and bays. Overview of 
Jurassic coast, 
including significance 
of its rocks, fossils and 
landforms. Coastal 
habitats using 
contrasting examples, 
including coasts of 
the Indian Ocean 
Depth focus: West 
Wales coast  
 

Tourism  
Depth focus: 
Llandudno, Wales - a 
seaside town  
Types of tourism (e.g. 
visiting friends and 
family activity 
holidays). Skiing 
holidays in the Alps. 
The growth of tourism 
in the UK and 
overseas. Sunshine 
holidays in Spain. 
Advantages and 
disadvantages of 
tourism. Sustainable 
tourism.  

Earthquakes 
Depth focus: The 
Christchurch 
earthquake, New 
Zealand. Causes of 
earthquakes: tectonic 
plates, fault lines 
Depth focus: 
California & San 
Andreas fault, Indian 
Ocean tsunami Effects 
of earthquakes How 
humans live in 
earthquake zones and 
adapt their 
settlements (e.g. 
Japan)  

Deserts  
Distribution and 
climate of deserts 
Depth focus: The 
Sahara Desert How 
deserts are formed, 
variety of landscapes. 
Plants and animals in 
deserts How humans 
live and adapt in 
deserts Depth focus: 
The Patagonian Desert  

Geographical 
skills and 
disciplinary 
focus 

Geographical skills: 
Extending use of 
maps and 
photographs 
Disciplinary focus: 
diversity How are 
different parts of the 
Rhine and the 
Mediterranean used 
by people 

Geographical skills: 
Thematic maps and 
using census data 
Disciplinary focus: 
diversity How and 
why does population 
distribution vary 
across Great Britain? 
 

Disciplinary focus: 
interaction How does 
the location of west 
Wales affect its 
coast? 

 

Geographical skills: 
Interpreting climate 
data Disciplinary 
focus: interaction How 
do tourists interact 
with a place? 

Geographical skills: 
Thematic maps 
Disciplinary focus: 
interaction How do 
earthquakes affect 
people and 
environments 
 

Geographical skills: 
Interpreting thematic 
maps and satellite 
photographs 
Disciplinary focus: 
diversity Why are 
deserts located where 
they are? 
 


